Livingston County Special Services Unit
Eligibility Guidelines for the Determination of a 

Specific Learning Disability 
Name:  _______________________________________________Date:  __________________

FEDERAL DEFINITION

A disorder involved in one or more of the basic psychological processes involved in understanding or in using language, spoken or written, that may manifest itself in an imperfect ability to listen, think, speak, read, write, spell, or do mathematical calculations.  The term includes such conditions as, but is not limited to perceptual disabilities, brain injury, minimal brain dysfunction, dyslexia, and developmental aphasia.  (The term does NOT include learning problems that are primarily the result of visual, hearing, motor disabilities, mental retardation, emotional disturbance or of environmental, cultural, or economical disadvantage.)

The student would be considered eligible for services under the category of learning disability if the collected data and/or evaluation met the following criteria:

 CRITERIA

· Academic deficits are not primarily the result of other factors (cognitive impairment, lack of instruction, ethnic or cultural influences, sensory abilities).  (MUST BE PRESENT) 

· The student’s current performance level has an adverse impact on overall educational progress.  (MUST BE PRESENT) 

· Lack of impact on performance or progress despite research-based general education interventions. 

· Student’s skill level is significantly below those of peers despite reasonable modifications of instruction, curriculum and environment. 

· Records indicate extreme discrepancies among academic areas. 

· Low performance on measures of language related to curricular performance. 

· Deficiencies in research-based academic processing areas such as phonemic awareness, number sense, rapid naming, or strategy efficiency/use. 

· Extreme variability in skills or abilities. 

· Records indicate a history of academic difficulties. 

· Effective intervention requires resources beyond those available in general education. 

DECISION PROCESS
1. Has the criteria been substantiated by convergent data? 

Yes 
No 

2. Has the criteria been measured against identified standards 

and/or benchmarks? 






Yes 
No

3. Has the information been obtained from multiple sources? 

Yes 
No

4. Does a majority of the criteria support eligibility? 


Yes 
No

ALL FOUR QUESTIONS MUST BE ANSWERED YES TO SUPPORT THE TEAM’S ELIGIBILITY DECISION
Decision:  The student meets the criteria under the disability category of Learning Disability. 

YES        NO
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